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Course Template Definition

What is a course template? Generated by DALL-E

» A framework, or outline with consistent
course structure and organization within the 8 e
Canvas Course Shell (Modules and Pages)

« Can also contain consistent
structure/organization within Pages,
Assignments, and Discussions

« Can also contain consistent program/college
information
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Why use Course Templates

Benefits for Faculty Benefits for Students
» Accessibility « Accessibility
* Consistent course organization » Consistent course
and navigation organization and navigation
» Standardized formatting and » Standardized formatting and
course elements course elements
» Streamlines course » Cognitive load reduction

development process
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cognitive load reduction – focus on learning material instead of trying to find it



Templates vs Blueprint

Template

i v Module 2

i [ Module 2: Overview

[ Module 2: Learning Context

i APPLICATION

Module 2: Discussion 2 -- Discussion Title

0 pts

Module 2: Assignment 2 -- Assignment Title

E‘:y

0 pts

i SUMMARY

F Module 2 Summary

INEIRI

SENIDL]

Blueprint

o ) s - — T

t %) Immersive Reader
//
Course Status

® Unpublished ~

-9 Import Existing Content
@& Import from Commons

@ Choose Home Page
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Template content provides consistent module and page structure throughout the course. A Canvas Blueprint can be enabled in a course with template content. The blueprint will then push or sync the template content with any courses that are connected to that blueprint. 


Graduate School Template

About This Course Module Consistent Module Organization

i v Module 1

i » About This Course i B Module 1: Overview

[ Module 1: Learning Context

i [f] Course Welcome

i APPLICATION
@ Meet Your FﬂCUlt‘y{ . e Module 1: Discussion 1 -- Discussion Title
= 0 pts
@ Course Syllabus ) (l':d?dule 1: Assignment 1 -- Assignment Title
pts
i SUMMARY

i1 [f] Course Policies

[ Module 1 Summary

Module 0: Discussion -- Introduce Yourself
0 pts
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Beginning in Fall 2025, several online graduate programs will receive a consistent course template.  Example - https://jsu.instructure.com/courses/49699 


Enabling DesignPLUS (legacy version) in

Canvas

Steps

1.

courses

Login to one of your

Go to any Canvas page

(just pick one)

edit the page

Then....

INEIRI

SENIDL]

PC or Mac

1. PC: on your keyboard, hold
down Alt-Shift-D

2. Mac: on your keyboard,
hold down Option-Shift-D

Click on the Edit button to
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You only have to enable DesignPLUS one time. Once you enable it, it’s enabled in all of your Canvas courses. This is version 1. Version 2 will likely be added sometime this summer, and you’ll receive information about that. Version 2 has the same functions as Version 1, but with few new features and it also uses an icon based structure rather than a file structure.


Enabling DesignPLUS in Canvas

DesignPLUS Launch Button Steps
e ﬂ ‘LaunchDesignTﬂOls[Athhiftf-ﬂj 1 CI'Ck On the IaunCh bUttOn

- 4 — - .
w

# Design Tools \

ﬂ--ﬂ-

View: | Labels e Browser  App

?

¢ Create/Edit Content

b Customize the Style

v Add Advanced Elements
b Check Accessibility

r Get Help

Wiew Help
+ Add Content Blocks [ill C Re

icon — it's a rocket ship

2. The full launch bar will
appear — click on it.

3. The Design Tools app will
open. Click on the gear icon
to the far right of the menu
bar at the top.
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Enabling DesignPLUS in Canvas

DesignPLUS Launch Button Steps
Decian Tools Settings . 1. Select/enable "Show launch button”

| - | 2. Do not enable "Automatically launch
ﬂc‘“mx"‘;y""”““”“““ cortent oy oot tools” — this will drive you crazy!
Show launch fstor Button to pen tools will be visble 3. Next to "Select a Comfort Level” click
m when editing content. On Advanced .
Design Tools hasa*u.faril:‘tv thunls_that are available when c_ustc:-mizing 4_ ScrO” dOWﬂ under Current El.em.ent
iti:;:lL:::Cnt.Thcfolluwmgn:crntrn::lz will allow you to control which tools are Style and make Sure everythlng IS

| v enabled.
Select a Comfort Level: | 1y Basic | o Intermediate « . . 0
S. glose out the “Design Tools Settings
OX.

INEIRI

SENIDL]
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Design Tools Components

Design Tools Components

« Dealgn Tools

View: Labels Qe Browser App

4+ Add Content Blocks o

» Create/Edit Content

p Customize the Style

» Add Advance d Elemcntso
r Check .lE'LEEIL"SS-IbirItEQ

Mo Style

Wiew Help

» Get Help ﬁ

SENIDL]

Design Tools Components

1. +Add Content Blocks
Create/Edit Content
Customize the Styles
Add Advanced Elements
Check Accessibility
Get Help

Rl
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Create/Edit Content

Create/Edit Content

== Add Content Blocks [ RIGEERE ST

r Copy Existing Content

v Add/Rearrange Content Blocks

¢+ Choose a Theme

Customize Bann

er Text

+ Choose a Banne

r lmage

tion Block

» Course Content Links

=
3
=
» Add/Edit Naviga
&

.

INEIRI

SENIDL]

Create/Edit Content Options

1. Copy Existing Content

2. Add/Rearrange Content
Blocks

3. Choose a Theme

4. Customize Banner Text
5. Choose a Banner Image
6. Course Content Links
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Create/Edit Content > Choose a Theme

Choose the Theme First Choose a Theme =

» Before you add content blocks,
click on Create/Edit Content.

» Then, click on Choose a Theme e
and select a theme. ® Mecion

* You can add content blocks e
after you select the theme. =

» There are themes for basic =3
pages and front pages (home m o e © Rounces
pages). 8o Lot 2 e

ERIENDLIEST CAMPUS # @@@T[F[I




Add Content Blocks

Add Content Blocks Adding Content Blocks

?

« Choose content blocks after Add Blocks () X :

«» Create/Edit Content

you SeleCt your theme. (YOU _| » Copy Existing Content

can change your theme at Lile Banner Block :
any tlme) EE Introduction text here Add/Rearrange ¢

* EX)

| ﬂ’jm ¢+ Choose a Theme

¢ There are Several pre_set %tdi”gi Customize Banner Text

sl » Choose a Banner Imagy
Conte nt bIOCkS, bUt you can Activities 8l » Add/Edit Navigation Bl
. pd Assignments . '
Create u n Iq ue OneS . ! 551ZNMEeNnts ¢ Course Content L|2l<5}L
Creat
&8 Selection to Block [l Remove Empty _: Customize the Style
? ViewHely; ', Add Advanced Elements
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Preset content blocks include introduction, objectives, readings, lectures, activities, and assignments.


.

Create/Edit Content > Add/Rearrange
Content Blocks

Add/Rearrange Content Blocks Adding/Rearranging Content Blocks

- Create/Edit Content Fa
(I8} » Copy Existing Content

o & ~ Add/Rearrange Content Blocks

 After selecting your theme and content blocks,
you can rearrange them (drag and drop) or
delete them and add/change icons.

* 1 — Add/Rearrange Content Blocks 1 Text ## Example Page

« 2 — Drag and Drop content blocks in different | Introduction_text_here
order I »' | Objectives

« 3 — Click on the icon or blank square next to I B readings X |
the content block title and add an icon or e o + Add Blocks || £ Refresh List o
change one

4 — Click on the “x” next to a content block title
to delete it

LFRIENDLIEST CAMPUS % SOUTH



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1 – Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
2 – Drag and Drop content blocks in different order
3 – Click on the icon or blank square next to the content block title and add an icon or change one
4 – Click on the “x” next to a content block title to delete it


.

Create/Edit Content > Add/Rearrange
Content Blocks > Icons

To add or change icons to a content Adding Icons
block

# DesignTc

C |

 After you add a content block, click on ustom fcons )
Create/Edit Content Blocks S View| Labets

» Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks ?

. . Choose a Category
1 — Click on the blank box or icon next to the S S—

content block title All Icons

« 2 — The Custom Icons popup box will appear All Font-Awesome lcons

All Canwvas leons

« 3 — Search for Icons, OR — | Categories
Accessibility
» 4 — Choose by category Arrows
Audio & Video
Business
Brands ? Ac
Charity _ﬂ » Chooseal
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



Legacy DesignPLUS User Guide

User Guide
 https://cidilabs.instructure.com/courses/102/modules



https://cidilabs.instructure.com/courses/102/modules

Multi-Tool

What is Multi-Tool?

Template Builder

« Multi-Tool is another “tool” that is packaged A Home [ENINENEFT w

with DesignPLUS.

The Course Multi Tool provides access to a

« Enable it by clicking on Settings > Navigation >

Enable Multi-Tool > Save

» The first time you enable it you will be asked to

authorize permission.
« We will focus on Template Builder.

* You can use Template Builder and Design

Tools in conjunction.

SFRIENDL]

Navigate to the various tools using the links at the top of the pag

Template Builder

« Create a Home page, publish it and mark it as
- Create Template pages, assignments, discussi

- Module Builder
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



Multi-Tool

Template Builder
] . A — Template Buider . w
What is Multi-Tool?

Change Front Page: BSN Home Page v  Unset Front Page

Sefting the Front Page will make sure the page is published and mark it as the Front Page.

d 1 - CIiCk On Template Edit Page Contents: Open Front Page for Editing e*

B u I Id er A\ Your course is not set to use a content page as the Home Page.

« 2 —you can add
templates for
Assignments,
Discussions, Pages, and
Classic Quizzes

Templates

Set Home link to show Front Page

This tool will create content beginning with "[Template]", however, any content in your course can be used as a template when using the module builder.

Canvas has not yet provided a way for the Template Builder to create templates for New Quizzes.

New Template e

E Assignment Title: =+ Create Template Assignment

E Discussion Title: —_— <+ Create Template Discussion
" —

E Page Title: <+ Create Template Page

Classic Quiz Title: =+ Create Template Quiz

SFRIENDL]
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



Multi-Tool > Create an Overview Page
Template

Create a Template Page

» Click on Template Builder

« 1 — Next to Page Title, type in the name of the template page. In the
example, | have typed “Overview.”

« 2 —click on the +Create Template Page button
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



S
Multi-Tool > Create an Overview Page

Template

Template Page Template Page

« The template page will iati
appear underQExisting E:_“S“ng Templates _ . .
Temp|ates_” Click afy content tEFﬂplEITE link below to open that content in a new tab for EEIITII'IQ.
* In the example, [Template |
Overview papge r[1as b%en ] [Template] Overview e 4
created.
- Click on it to open it for [Template] home page example e
editing.
- Ablank Canvas page called Concept Map Template e
Tegnplate] Overview will
oad.

* Now, begin using Design
Tools to add your page
elements.

LFRIENDLIEST CAMPUS % SOUTH



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



S
Multi-Tool > Create an Overview Page

Template

Now, use Design Tools Overview Template Page Example

1Z2pt ~» Paragraph B 1 U A v &L v Tiv & v |Elv Bpv F|v g v L a T =Ewv = v =

1. Click on the Design Tools launch
button

2. Click on Create/Edit Content
3. First, select your theme.
4. Second, click on the +Add Content

%1 |ntroduction

Insert content here.

Blocks button. v Objectives
5. Add your content blocks. 1. List_objectives
6. Inthe example, | added the objectives, 8 Readings
readings, and assignments content 1. Reading_ist
blocks. | created my own introduction .
block to make the design consistent ¢ Assignments
and add an ICOH Assignment_descri ption
7. Remember to Save the page_ ———— End Design Tools Wrapper ———-
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



Add Template to a Canvas Page

Create an Overview Page Create Overview Page for Module 1

) Add ltem to DesignPLUS x
* Use the Overview Template page to
create an Overview Page for Module 1 o
In your Course_ Add | Page w to DesignPLUS
@Sﬂt'tllhﬁ Page you v o associate with this module, or add a new page by selecting "Create Page
* Go to the Modules page and create S— e
Module 1. gcmp:atc} gomc'_p %€ cxample
emplate] Overview
. Acadzmic Honesty at J5U
» 1 - Click on Add and choose Page. Academic Sppert
- 2 - Select Create Page. A ol et Cans Cae
justing to Online Learning
* 3 - Name your page. - o
Page Name: Module 1: Overview
* 4 - Click on the Add ltem button. i
Indentation:| Yontinden h
« When you see it in the module, click on 2
it to go to the page and click on the Edit
button . Cancel Add ltem

4
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



.

Add Overview Template page to Module 1

Overview page

Add the Template Insert template into the page
~ Create/Edit Content 1

» Click on the Edit button to edit the page.

 Click on the Design Tools launch button
to open it. [¥] Template Pages

» 1 - Click on Create/Edit Content. e AR a -4

« 2 - Click on Copy Existing Content.  Select a page

. Template] home page exgggle
« 3 - Under Template Pages, click on [Tarpiste) :
Select a page. [Template] Overview 4
il Concept Map Template

» 4 - Select the [Template] Overview page
created earlier. e ~

* The template will embed in the Module
1: Overview page.

[@ =~ Copy Existing Content 2
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



.

Now, you can edit the page by adding
Module 1 Overview content

Add Your Content S
* Now, you can begin editing the Module 1: Overview page X it
by adding Module 1 Overview information — introduction, £ AssignTo..

module objectives, course readings, and assignments.

» Repeat the process again when you want to create more "
module overview pages — Module 2: Overview, Module 3: 1 Moveto..

Overview, etc.

5 Increase indent

« HOWEVER - if you want to quickly create module
overview pages for all of your modules BEFORE you add
content, navigate to the Modules page and find the % [ Module 1: Overview
Module 1: Overview page. Click on the ellipsis next to it

and select “Duplicate.”

i: [F] Module 1: Overview Copy

» “Duplicate” will allow you to quickly create duplicates of
the page so that you can quickly edit each page to add the

content for each module.

INEIRI

SENIDL]

it [f] Module 1: Overview Copy 2
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After you add a content block, click on Create/Edit Content Blocks
Click on Add/Rearrange Content Blocks
1 – Click on the blank box or icon next to the content block title
2 – The Custom Icons popup box will appear
3 – Search for Icons, OR
4 – Choose by category



Thank you for attending!

Online@JSU

jsu.edu/online

Email: online@jsu.edu

Phone: 256-782-8172

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Jacksonville State University.
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